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Markets will be open Monday but the government will be off celebrating Columbus Day, one of Federal employees 10 annual holidays.

Weekly Newsletterswill begin in October and continue during harvest at least through October and likely into November .

Position Management: The table shows how the Model Farm is positioned at this time. Individual recommendations may vary.

2011 Crop 2012 Crop
Corn 50% sold HTA. If fall delivery needed basisis set. 30% sold HTA
Soybeans 50% sold HTA. If fall delivery needed basisis set. 20% sold HTA
Wheat 50% sold HTA. If fall delivery needed basisis set. none

Hedge: ameans of protection against something, especially a means of guarding against financia loss

Speculate: to form a conjecture on the basis of incomplete facts or information, to engage in financia transactions that have an element of
risk.

Price Targets: We have made all the sales that we are comfortable with prior to harvesting a crop.

HTA Basis Targets: For those with 2011 Dec corn HTA’ s that need afall delivery and have not set the basis you should be talking to
your elevator and negotiating the basis. Many So MN elevators have an Oct/Nov basis of -.45 with afew as wide as -.60 depending on their
location and local market. Soybean basis remains slightly wider than many years but given the futures value seam somewhat reasonable. For
2011 Soybean HTA'’ s that need adelivery you may need to accept a basis near -.80 if you need to have the cash flow, otherwise you could
roll the Nov Soybean HTA out to Jan or March and wait to see if amore normal basis of near -.65 occurs. When futures have been over
$12.00 we have had limited opportunity for -.70 or better basisin Jan-Mar of 2010 and aso in 2008.

Next Major USDA Reports: Wednesday October 12, 2011 WASDE & Crop Production ;

Yield Estimate 201112 USDA US Yield Estimates (in bu per acre) Production Estimate 201112 USDA US Production Estimates (in bushels)
USDA Average | Range of USDA USDA Average | Range of USDA
Qct 1112 | Trade Est. | TradeEst | Sept 1112 | 2010 Yield Qct 1112 | Trade Est. | TradeEst. | Sept 11/12
Com 14870 | 1452-1509 )  M48.10 1528 Cam 12471 1200112650 12497
Soybeans 4180 | 400-429 41.60 435 Soybeans 3081 | 29303162 3.085
Camy Out 201112 USDA Grain Cany Out Estimates (blions/hu) L’g;;fosﬁge; A e e o 3 e
USDA Average Range of USDA from a comparatively robust 151.0 bushels per acre to 149.5.
Oct 1112 | Trade Est. | Trade Est. | Sept 1112 USDA’s September estimate was 148.1 bushels per acre so it
Com 0.806 0.646-0.989 0.672 appears for now that the private companies are zeroing in on
] levels aready suggested by USDA. INTL FC Stone now
Soybeans 0183 01530259 0.165 forecasts a corn crop of 12.553 billion bushels. Informa pegs that
Wheat 0733 | 06630805 | 0.76f number at 12.519 billion bushels.

Market Talk Markets have been under pressure from outside financials again this past week, primarily from Greece’ s impending debt
default. A result isthat the US Dollar has gained strength against other world currencies, thus impacting commodities sending their values
lower. European powers have plansto push Greece to take desirable measures prior to any additional bailout monies. If these measures
stabilize the financial markets then look for the US Dollar to work lower and perhaps help corn & soybean prices bounce higher.

In the September release, the U.S.D.A. lowered its yearly demand estimate on corn alarge 400 million bushels, see charts and comments
below. Many traders think at least a portion of thiswill be added back in now that stocks are at a more comfortable level. Whilethisis
possible, it is aso possible we may see higher corn yields given recent private reports from across the Midwest.

Soybean Processors stating to take protein tests, local elevators don’t know how they will deal with thisissue. Elevators are disappointed in
the amount of soybeans coming to them as farmers are filling their bin first rather than going to town. One elevator indicates that they have
taken in about one half of what they expected. A possible result could be that soybean basis starts to firm up soon.

Trade is also questioning future balance sheets on soybeans. Some think it appears that final soybean yields may be one to two bushels per
acre larger than current U.S.D.A. estimates. Should this be correct then soybean carryout could easily double unless we see asizable
increase in soybean demand. Another factor of this increased soybean carryout is that grains will not be forced to push for new crop acres,
and we may see increased corn plantings by default.

(an equal opportunity provider) The information contained herein was obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but can not be
guaranteed. All examples given are strictly hypothetical and neither the information, nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation to
market commodities or buy or sell futures or options on futures. Commodity marketing and trading is risky. Trading and/or marketing
decisions and any trading and/or marketing gains or losses are the responsibility of the commodity owner, producer, and/or account holder.
Minnesota West Ag Services LLC and principals and employees assume no liability for any use of any information contained herein.
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Corn Seasonal Chart Soybean Seasonal Chart
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Ethanol: A bill introduced Wednesday in the U.S. House of Representatives by Congressmen Bob Goodlatte (R-Virginia) and Jim Costa
(D-CA) would reduce the mandated usage of corn based ethanol if the projected U.S. year-end stocks-to-use ratio falls below specific levels.
The “off-ramp” for the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) has been on the wish list of livestock and poultry producer groups for some time.
The RFS mandatesrising levels of blending bio-fuels from various sources into U.S. fuels supplies. The category of most concern to feed
users has been the increasing mandate level for corn based ethanol. The starch-based mandate began at 9 billion gallons per year in 2008 and
increased rapidly (by 1.5 billion/year) through 2010. The rate of increase has now slowed to 600 million gallons per year but that rate
continues until the starch-based RFS peaks in 2015 at 15 billion gallons. The RFS for 2011 is 12.6 billion gallons. It goes up to 13.2 billion

gdlonsin 2012.

RFS Reductions in Renewable Fuel Flexibility Act

Had this law been in effect this year, the mandate for 2011 would have been reduced
by 15% given last November’s S/U ratio of 6.2% for the 2010-2011 crop year and

— — - then been reduced by 25% given USDA’s June S/U ratio of 5.4%. USDA’s September
Sm(:kiéc;\f?oRggo’ % JCorn Ethano DROZS Reduction estimate for the 2011-12 crop year was 5.3%. Should that estimate hold into
| 0 November and this law be passed, the 2012 RFS level would be 9.9 instead of 13.2
7.50-10.00 10% L " S
6.00-7.49 15% billion gallons. That reduction would free up 1.18 billion bushels of corn to be used as
5.00-599 95% ethanol, meat/poultry and corn prices dictate. Given current oil, gasoline, ethanol and
Bélow 5'00 50% corn futures prices, it may well still go to ethanol. But the 1.18 billion bushels would

be free to move instead of locked into one usage.

Quarterly Grain Stocks Reports

Comments by: Daniel O’ Brien, Extension Agricultural Economist — Kansas State University October 5, 2011

The September 30th USDA Quarterly Grain Stocks and Small Grains Summary reports indicated that 2011/12 marketing year supply-
demand balances are likely to be larger than had been expected for U.S. corn and wheat, but at least moderately smaller for soybeans and
grain sorghum. The reports were provided by the USDA National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS).

(an equal opportunity provider) The information contained herein was obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but can not be
guaranteed. All examples given are strictly hypothetical and neither the information, nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation to
market commodities or buy or sell futures or options on futures. Commodity marketing and trading is risky. Trading and/or marketing
decisions and any trading and/or marketing gains or losses are the responsibility of the commodity owner, producer, and/or account holder.
Minnesota West Ag Services LLC and principals and employees assume no liability for any use of any information contained herein.
Reproduction without authorization is forbidden.
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Corn & Grain Sorghum: The overall impact on corn prices from these reportsis likely to be negative. September 1st U.S. corn stocks of
1.128 billion bushels (bb) were markedly higher than pre-report market expectations, and will raise USDA projections of U.S. corn
beginning stocks and total supplies for the 2011/12 marketing year (MY 2011/12) in coming USDA World Supply and Demand Estimates
(WASDE) reports. This report indicated that substantial rationing of demand occurred during the June-August 2011 time period, with
sizable reductionsin both U.S. corn exports and corn use in livestock feeding. The final impact on U.S. corn ending stocks for MY 2011/12
will depend on the amount of rationing of usage projected for exports, livestock feeding, corn-based ethanol production, and other food,
seed and industrial usage. Grain sorghum usage during June-August was as large as has been recorded in the last 5 years — indicating that
users were aggressively using grain sorghum as a substitute for higher priced corn.

MY 1975/76 - 2010/11 U.S. Quarterly Corn Disappearance: U.S. Quarterly Corn % of Marketing Y ear Use:
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Soybeans: Projected U.S. soybean ending stocks projectionsfor MY 2011/12 are likely to decline slightly as a result of the Quarterly Stocks
report, with a positive price impact from lower beginning stocks. Given reduced U.S. soybean production in 2011, the attention of the world
soybean market will soon turn toward 2012 South American soybean production prospects, and the question of whether demand for soybean
exports from China and other countries will be sustained in light of economic troublesin the world economy. It is still anticipated that corn
and soybean markets will find support from strong competition for U.S. crop acresin late winter — spring 2012.

MY 1975/76 - 2010/11 U.S. Quarterly Soybean Disappearance: U.S. Quarterly Soybean % of Marketing Y ear Use:
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Wheat: Projected U.S. wheat supply-demand balances are likely to be increased as a result of this report, as the positive price impact of
lower 2011 wheat production estimates are more than offset reports of less wheat feeding than has been anticipated by many market
observers. The 2011 Small Grains Summary report provided more surety as to the final negative impact on 2011 U.S. wheat production
from drought in the central and southern plains (affecting hard red winter wheat) and excessive spring moisture in the northern plains
(affecting hard red spring and durum wheat) — which was offset to alarge degree by sharply higher soft red winter wheat production in the
eastern Corn Bélt. At thistime, trends in world wheat production prospects for 2011/12 and the ongoing impact of drought conditionsin the
U.S. central and southern plains on U.S. winter wheat prospectsin 2012 will be major wheat market drivers through spring 2012, along with
overall U.S. economic trends and the level of U.S. corn prices (with wheat as a competitive feed substitute).

(an equal opportunity provider) The information contained herein was obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but can not be
guaranteed. All examples given are strictly hypothetical and neither the information, nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation to
market commodities or buy or sell futures or options on futures. Commodity marketing and trading is risky. Trading and/or marketing
decisions and any trading and/or marketing gains or losses are the responsibility of the commodity owner, producer, and/or account holder.
Minnesota West Ag Services LLC and principals and employees assume no liability for any use of any information contained herein.
Reproduction without authorization is forbidden.
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MY 1975/76 - 2011/12  U.S. Quarterly Wheat Disappearance:

3,000

2,500
1
587
» 2,000 1
% I W Q4: Mar-May
=3
@ 1,500 3L,
o ! maQ3:Decfeb
8 |
<
= 1,000 s40 -
I mQ2: Sep-Dec
500 7611
I7zn HQ1: Jun-Aug
0 1
RO N TN OO M T N e N GOSN M TN BN RRO N
DR R IR EaRsaRa 985 8888533888880T
B choh b ol oh o o o ch cb v £ 10 2 11 G b ch O 8 1 3 B B b ch b o
FEING - jup oIk ol pup ek ot 29
Ea e R R R RN R RS a8 8R883888888888838
B e e e e e R e e e e e e e e e e e R e R R R e R e S R R KKy

Marketing Year

U.S. Quarterly Wheat % of Marketing Y ear Use:
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Crop Progress

USDA'’s weekly crop condition report for soybeans found the crop up one point at 54% good to excellent. That compares to 64% last year
and the ten-year average at 57%. It is common for the rating to turn up dightly at the end of the season. USDA reports soybean harvesting
progressis at 19% versus the ten-year average at 27% and 34% last year. Major progress was recorded in the upper Midwest. More
favorable harvest conditions are expected this week, and progress may jump toward 40% to 50% by this Sunday.

Weekly ethanol production eased to an annualized rate of 13.0 billion gallons, down from 13.4 billion the prior week and 13.9 billion four

weeks ago, was seen as asign of slowing demand

Corn Soybeans
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[These 18 States planted 2% of the 2010 com acreage]

Corn Harvested — Selected States
[These 18 States harvested 84% of the 2010 com acreage]
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Week ending Week ending 20062010
state 2005-2010 State October 2. September 25, October 2.
October 2, September 25, October 2, Average clober 2, eptember 25, ctober 2, Average
2010 2011 2011 2010 2011 2011
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) {percent) (percent) (percent)
Colorado ......... 7% 3 66 PR — 18 1 5 17
1linois ... 98 80 91 79 lliinois 72 2 2 36
Indiana o7 50 65 5 Indiana 61 7 10 25
lowa .. £ 0 o1 81 lowa 18 5 12 10
Kansas o7 88 o4 91 Kansas 67 2 53 43
Kentucky o9 86 @2 95 Kentucky 89 44 57 62
Michigan o5 35 47 73 Michigan 28 2 3 1
Minnesota .. 20 52 20 73 Minnesota 4 2 6 6
Missouri %5 94 28 87 Missouri 57 50 6 51
Nebraska 88 52 75 75 Nebraska 17 6 1 12
North Carolina 100 a7 3 100 North Carolina .. 20 82 &7 81
North Dakota 86 42 58 69 North Dakota ... 2 - 1 3
ONio ... 89 19 26 71 Ohio - 34 1 2 13
Pennsylvania 79 36 47 7 Pennsylvania ... 34 3 7 25
South Dakota 82 13 7 72 SouthDakota ... 6 2 8 E
Temnessee .. 100 96 of 97 Tenmessee . 6 67 83 7
Texas ... o2 8 o5 93 Texas .. 67 69 75 4
Wisconsin ... 80 38 57 61 Wisconsin __. 17 2 5 3
18 States ... a2 83 79 78 18 States ... 37 15 21 23
. Soybeans Harvested — Selected States
Soybeans Dropping Leaves - Selected States [These 18 States harvested 95% of the 2010 soybean acreage]
[These 18 States planted 95% of the 2010 soybean acreage] W
eek ending 2006-2010
Week ending 2006-2010 State October 2, Seplember 25, Octaber 2, Average
State October 2, September 25, October 2, Average 2010 2011 2011
2010 2011 2011
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
ercent ercent ercent) ercent
percent) (percent) (percent) {percent) Arkansas 41 17 23 31
Arkansas ... 70 39 49 62 Jlinos ... 45 4 12 27
iHinois 89 &1 77 81 Indiana 60 3 5 27
indiana o &1 77 85  lowa 24 3 2 30
lowa ... 88 57 82 8 Kansas 17 2 16 15
Kansas ... 70 46 66 73 Kentucky . 25 3 10 17
Kentucky ... 92 57 72 78 Louisiana ... 75 &7 80 69
Louisiana . o 88 En 90 Michigan 2 - 2 14
Michigan ... 95 46 66 83 Minnesota . 26 3 35 29
Minnesota . 96 74 94 95 Mississippi ... 75 36 48 85
Mississippi ...... 94 20 89 87 Missouri ... 12 2 11 12
Missouri ... 61 39 63 60 Nebraska .... 29 2 20 2
Nebraska ... a0 47 78 88 Nerth Carolin 4 3 3 2
North Carolina a7 27 34 41 North Dakota 24 5 43 30
North Dakota ... o ] o8 95 ONIO .o 41 - - 2
Ohio . 94 38 55 91 South Dakota ...... 2 2 30 19
South Dakota o7 82 %6 9 Tennessee 14 14 26
Tennessee %0 51 6 80  Wisconsin 20 2 12
Wisconsin 8 49 74 83
18 States ... 34 5 19 25
18 States _. - : 87 58 7 83 - oo
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Bi-Weekly Seasonal Price Change Charts
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Outside Markets: Just afew short days after Moody’ s Investors Service slashed itsrating on Italian sovereign debt by three notches,
Fitch Ratings cut its rating on Italy’ s government bonds to A+ from AA-. It also lowered Spain’s debt rating by two notches to AA- from
AA+. And in BOTH cases, Fitch’'s outlook for both countriesis NEGATIVE!

L.S. Dollar Index 79.1493 +0.061  +0.08% Euro FX 133810s 000360 027% |Mame Month Last Change
CRB CCl Index 572,508 500  -104% Canadian Dollar 0 961105 +000020  +002% Ethanel Fulures Now 11 2 488s -0.004
Gold 1634.55 174 -1.05% Japanese Yen 1.30300s -0.00360  -0.28% Gasoline RBOB (F Nov 11 264765 -0.0384
Silver 30.958s -.012  -3.17% Australian Dollar 0.97000s  +0.00250  +0.26% DieselGUIULSD) Mov 11 287625 -D.0087
; ; Heating Oil (F) MNov 11 B
DJIA 110665 20 +0.18% Chinese Renminbi 01572305 +0.000070  +0.04% lealina Oil(E My 11 ZESEES i
Crude Oil Brent (E} Mov 11 105.88s +0.15
S&P 500 Index 1154.908 270 -0.23% Mexican Peso 0.074250s  +0.000075  +0.1%
Matural Gas (E) Nov 11 3.481s 0117
Nasdag 100 2201 755 300 -014%  1-Month Libor 9975005 00050 001% ooy Mo dats
Russell 1000 Growth 540 30s 160 -03% I-Bond 141-10s8 -0 079% g aaEm
MSCI EN Index 862.60 690 -079%  donth T-Bill 99.2700s 0.0000 -~ RMEBI Oct 11 1365.571s  +14571
Nikkei 225 8620.00s +15.00  +0.17% 5-Year TNote 121-3055 025  -029% Coal Futures Mo 11 73308 014
Brazilian Real 0.55970s +0.00380  +0.68% 10-Year T-Note 128-285s -0-200 -048% Uranium Dcti1 52.50s 0.00

Weather The forecast sees some rains of around .20-.80" to impact the far west in the next 2 days, with dry weather to continue across the
majority of the region. Rains then look to impact most of the region by the middle to end of next week. Totals for the second half of next
week look to be in the .25-.75” range in most cases. Dry weather then looks to build back in for the following weekend. Temps will above
averagein most of the region for the next week to ten days.
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_ 8-14 Day Precipitation Current Radar
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Corn: Friday Close: Dec 11 Corn closed at $6.00, down 5 % cents, Mar 12 Corn closed at $6.12 %, down 5% cents, May 12 Corn closed
at $6.20 ¥4, down 5 ¥4 cents Dec 12 Corn closed at $5.68, down 7 cents

Corn futures closed right on the $6 mark for the day and were the only grain up for the week besides Minneapolis wheat. The big focus next
week will be the world supply demand report out Wednesday at 7:30 AM central time. Analyst numbers are coming in for the upcoming
WASDE report next week. Average corn production estimates are 12.479 billion bushels, with an average yield estimate of 148.73. USDA
has already given us the ending stocks in the September 30th report for 2011 at 1.128 billion bushel. Next weeks report will tell us how the
USDA arrived at that number. Analysts on average are looking for 2012 ending stocks at 804 million bushels. Analysts on average are
expecting Global 2011 ending stocksto comein at 120.5 MMT. The September WASDE showed 124.3 for 2011 ending stocks and 117.39
for world 2012 ending stocks. Managed Money decreased their net corn long by 32,535 contracts from the previous week and Index Funds
deceased their net longs by 9,578 contracts. Chinawill be back to work however after their week long celebration of the birth of Confucius.

Soybean Complex: Friday Close: Nov 11 Soybeans closed at $11.58 ¥4, down 5 % cents, Jan 12 Soybeans closed at $11.70, down 5 ¥
cents, Mar 12 Soybeans closed at $11.79 ¥, down 5 % cents, Nov 12 Soybeans closed at $11.75, down 7 % cents, Oct 11 Soybean Meal
closed at $300.10, up $0.40, Oct 11 Soybean Oil closed at $49.07, up $0.15

Soybeans futures closed lower on the day and down 20 3/4 cents for the week. Meal and bean oil were also down for the week but up on the
day. Index Funds decreased their net bean long by 12,378 contracts from the previous week and Managed Money decreased their net longs
by 19,088 contracts. Next week Wednesday, the USDA will release the latest WASDE numbers. Analyst’s estimates average 3.102 for
soybean production which would be higher than the September USDA number of 3.085 billion bushels. Analysts also project an increasein
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ending stocks for 2012 to 186 million bushels from 165 million on the last WASDE which is still a decrease from the 2011 estimate of 215
million bushels. Soybean planting isin full swing in Brazil with producers looking for widespread rains between October 14 and 17th in
Mato Grosso. Rain amounts in September were below the five year average.

Wheat: Friday Close: Dec 11 CBOT Whest closed at $6.07 %2, down 8 Y2 cents, Dec 11 KCBT Wheat closed at $6.84 Y2, down 13 ¥4
cents, Dec 11 MGEX Wheat closed at $9.19 %2, up 24 % cents

Wheat futures closed lower at the CBOT and KCBT and are sharply higher at the MGEX for the day and had the same results for the week;
lower than last Friday for the CBOT and KCBT and higher for the MGEX wheat. Demand for milling wheat remains strong and traders
expect the USDA to cut the harvested acreage estimate on October 12. Excellent rains are predicted for the Plains HRW region this
weekend, occurring along a frontal boundary. The Ukrainian government sent alaw to their president for his signature to cancel export
duties for wheat and corn. The export duty on wheat is 9% but no less than 17 euros per MT. The country could export significantly more if
the duties were removed but will have to earn market share from other Black Sea countries.

Cattle: Friday Close: Oct 11 Cattle closed at $121.975, down $0.375, Dec 11 Cattle closed at $121.850, down $0.550, Feb 12 Cattle closed
at $123.200, down $0.025, Oct 11 Feeder Cattle closed at $139.625, up $0.525 Nov 11 Feeder Cattle closed at $142.350, up $0.775 Jan 12
Feeder Cattle closed at $144.675, up $0.30

Cattle futures were lower on the day and down 17 1/2 cents for the week. Cattle made new record highs on the weekly continuation chart
this week. Cash cattle trade was inactive on very light demand in al major feeding regions. Most of the cash business had been completed
by Wednesday. NE, KS and TX were up $1 to $2 at $121-122 this week on the live and $190 in the dressed. Packer margins have slipped
with the risein live prices vs. wholesal e due to the tight numbers going into the forth quarter of 2011 and first and second quarter of 2012.
Packers are trying to keep beef prices competitive with other meats. Substantially lower grain prices since the end of August have benefitted
feedlot margins however. Boxed beef prices were down 41 cents for Choice and down 49 cents for Select. Beef exports could exceed ayear
ago if the current pace is maintained. Managed Money added 17,693 contracts to their net longs from the previous week. Rain in the Plains
will be awel come benefit to cattle grazing.

Hogs: Friday Close: Oct 11 Hogs closed at $94.675, down $0.075, Dec 11 Hogs closed at $89.400, up $0.175 Feb 12 Hogs closed at
$91.750, up $0.225

Lean Hog futures closed mixed, down on the front month and the other months slightly higher in quiet trade. Lean Hogs were up $1.30 for
the week. Managed Money had increased their net long futures and options positions by 12,361 contracts from the previous week. Cash
hogs were $1.21 lower in IA/MN, $1.91 lower in the WCB and $0.56 higher in the ECB this afternoon. Pork trading was slow with light
demand and light to moderate offerings but loads this week have been good.

Cotton: Friday Close: Oct 11 Cotton closed at 101.48, down 77 points, Dec 11 Cotton closed at 101.98, down 75 points Dec 12 Cotton
closed at 93.1, down 88 points
Cotton closed mildly lower for the day but up 277 points or 2.81% for the week, supported by a declining dollar and rallying equities.
October cotton expired today. Cert stocks were still low at 17,438. Brazil islooking at a 2012 cotton crop of 1.93-2.11 MMT, according to a
CONAB estimate released yesterday. Spec longs were seen adding to their long position in the CFTC Disaggregated Futures & Options
Report as of Tuesday.

US Dollar Index Heating Oil
DX - U.S. Dollar Index (ICEFI) - Weekly OHLC Chart HO - Heating Oil (NYMEX) - Weekly OHLC Chart
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Lean Hogs Weekly

HE - Lean Hogs (CME) - Weekly OHLC Chart
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2ZC - Corn (CBOT) - Weekly OHLC Chart
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